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Editorial : 
LESBIAN SPACE 


by Lindy Pratch 

Womonspace was formed because 
lesbians needed a safe place to socialize 
and feel support from other women who 
understood firsthand the oppression of 
lesbians in our society. This fostering of 
community is still important, even though 
the attitude towards Jesbians is more 
tolerant now than it was in 1981. 

We have a long way ahead yet before 
we are not just tolerated, but fully 
accepted. In Alberta, we are still fighting 
for legal protection of our basic human 
rights. 

Bisexual women involved in same-sex 
relationships experience the very same 
oppression as lesbians do. The safe lesbian 
space at Womonspace dances 1s 
welcoming to bisexuals, and to supportive 
straight women also. Membership in 
Womonspace 1s in fact open to any 
woman who is over 18 years old. It ts 
important to continue naming our space 
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lesbian, however, because this is the crux — 
of our oppression. 

The movie Bastc Instinct is about a 
bisexual woman, and yet everyone talks 
about its lesbian content. Why? Because 
itis when actress Sharon Stone sleeps 
with women that she ts crossing the a 
boundary of what is considered normal. 

When bisexuals are involved in 
opposite sex relationships, they have no | 


choice about claiming het privilege—tt is | 
simply bestowed on them by the world at — 
large. From the security of being able to 
walk down the street holding hands, to 
the legal right to marry, it is all there for 
them. Bisexuals (and lesbians) may be 
frustrated by the unfairness of this, but it 
won't change until humankind 
recognizes the virtue of all of our choices. . 
Everyone’s actions are signifieant in 

fighting society’s intolerance of lesbians 
and gays. Both queers and gen must 
speak out against injustice, 
and eventually the need for 
lesbian space will disappear. 
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SHAKESPEARE 
AND SONNETS 


by Adten 

Though many critics are decidedly 
decided one way or the other by now, a 
long academic debate has raged during 
the first half of this century about 
Shakespeare's sexual preference. Besides 
the plays he is most commonly known 
for, Shakespeare also produced numerous 
sonnets. And it ts tn the sonnets that, 1f 
onc does not feel an urge to commit 
onesclf entirely to one way or another, a 
certain amount of sexual ambivalence can 
be found. He wrote them to women as 
well as men. The clumsy sonnets below 
attempt to address the issue of bisexuality 
in what is known as the Shakespearean 
sonnet format. 

The opinion voiced through the poctic 
personae of the individual sonnets do not 
necessarily reflect those of the author. 
Sonnet | 
From the righteous to the right 
Living strictly in my own conventions 
[ am always politically correct; 
can trash the other’s filthy dissention, 
can bash her style; it’s only to protect. 

My rightcous life deserves safe-guarding, 
it’s good, it’s safe, it’s sane, it knows consent, 
it can do without the trite bombarding 

with sland’rous claims and malicious intent. 
To go against my way of life is wrong, 

your aberrations carn my just disgust 
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for subverting what I hold dear and strong 

in terms of faith, and trust, and good clean lust. 
But good-bad judgment day is drawing near 
and in the end we'll all be rated qucer. 

Sonnet 2 

From the back of my heart 

(variation on WS XL VI) 


My mind and heart are in a mortal war, 

How to decide the concept of your plight; 

My mind intends to close my poor heart’s door; 

My heart pries the mind open to your sight. 

My heart will plead that she with you does lie 

and that your love is equally with me. 

My mind, given to thought, screams no! she’s 
bi— 

eventually to some ‘him’ she'll flee. 

To adjudge the battle in conclusion: 

“A quest of thoughts, all tenants to the heart;” 

therein thus lies my confusion, 

my mind and heart torn forcefully apart. 
Though I grasp so well my fear of losing you 
Why does it matter whom it would be to? 


Sonnet 3 
From bi to home or hetero 


You can send me to the back of your shop, 
you can say this is just a passing phase, 
you can claim my seeing one sex won't stop, 
you may argue: but only I am my case. 
I may be willing to risk you, forever 
and with it, all that I've known in my life 
just for the sake of desire, not clever, 
and not if it’s always answered with strife. 
I don’t just roll over for Harry or Dick 
nor do I stop dead in my tracks for a tit. 
I'm choosy, selective; I carefully pick. 
I cherish desire, the person is it. 
I don’t sit on the fence waiting for a shove, 
I'm actually just looking for love. 
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IF IT WALKS 
LIKE A LESBIAN... 


b1 Alison 
Iam a bisexual woman who ts in a long 
term relationship with a lesbian. For the 
most part, my life very much resembles 
that of other lesbians. When I 
socialize it tends to be at lesbian 
events. My closest friends are 
lesbians. When my partner and I 
entertain, it is our lesbian friends 


that we invite to our home. I have’ 
issues about being in and out of the closet 
with my co-workers, my landlord, my 
family, and the rest of my community. 
When I am ina straight environment I am 
constantly performing that calculation of 
how out I can safely or comfortably 
conduct myself. 

In so many discernible ways the life I 
lead appears to be that of a lesbian. This 
prompts many to question my 
identification as a bisexual woman. If it 
walks like a lesbian, and talks like a 
lesbian, then it must be a lesbian. Logical 
as this line of thought may appear, I do 
find it baffling. 

Bisexuality 1s the obvious and accurate 
label to describe my sexual orientation. 
From the trivial, to the intimate and 
personal reasons, it is clear to me that my 
sexuality is bisexual. Let’s begin with the 
trivial. All of my other lovers have been 
men. Those relationships were and are 


sull very important to me. I cannot toss 
them aside by claiming that I was justa 
lesbian in denial. ‘The intimacy we shared 
was just as real and important as that 
which I share with my current lesbian 
lover. 

We can continue with the trivial. [am 
still attracted to men. My head 1s just as 
likely to be turned by a saucy 
ey remark emitted from a 
charming man as froma 
flirtatious woman. My dreams 
contain lovers of cither sex. When 
my sweetie and I are on the outs, and 
I look to a possible future that includes 
a return to the dating world, it is not clear 
at all if my next lover will be male or 
female. 

Which brings me to what is the most 
important reason that I claim bisexdality. 
My romantic inclinations do not include 
gender. By romantic, I refer to that 
deepest and most intimate connection 
that can eventually germinate love. Lam 
talking about what stirs the heart. Give 
me someone who ts yappy, an incurable 
charmer, has a David Brenner sense of 
humour, is liberal-minded and soft- 
hearted, and who can help me make 
sense of my contrary Aquarian sclf, and I 
am a goncr. That person docs not have to 
be a man or a woman. It simply does not 
matter to me what their sex is. If my path 
crosses with the right person, irrespective 
of whether the package is male or female, 
the flames will be lit. 
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This is not to say that Tam unaware of 
the differences between men and women 
as lovers. There are differences. Here are a 
couple of examples. Men do not get PMS. 
This ts good. On the other hand, men do 
not understand PMS. This is not good. 
Women have breasts. This is great. On the 
other hand, some women are as flat as I 
am. This is not great. My point is that I 
may actually make a relationship choice 
based on a preference for being with a 
man or with a woman. But the initial 
attraction, the stirring of the core, will 
always depend on the flickering of certain 
key traits that have nothing to do with 
whether the other person is a man ora 
woman. 

It is true that I lead a lesbian lifestyle 
right now. But that is because Tam 
involved with a lesbian. Any bisexual 
woman ina long term relationship ts 
going to have a life that resembles that of a 
gay or a straight life, depending on 
whether her long term partner is a man or 
a woman. 

Finally, I do not claim that my 
personal definition of bisexuality applies 
to all bisexual women. Other women who 
identify as bisexual may paint a different 
picture and reasons for why they identify 
that way. It ts, in fact, the same for 
lesbians. | know women who move from 
having youthful affairs with women, to 
marricd life with men, and then back to 
making love with women, who adamantly 


identify themselves as lesbians. I know a 
woman who calls herselfa lesbian and 
this allows her to act out like a man, 
behaving like a dandy fellow with sweet 
young girls hanging on her arms. Other 
lesbians make a conscious choice to be 
with women because of politics or 
personal history. | accept their 
identification as lesbians, even if their 
storics and reasons for identifying as 
such are not homogenous. 

In the same vein, I think that there 1s 
a mosaic of life experiences that brings a 
woman to identify as bisexual. My story 
is only one. 


QUOTE: 


Women who call 
themselves 
bisexual—not 
because they are in transition or are 
afraid of their lesbianism—but 
because they choose to relate 
sexually to both women and men, 
are the only women who are really 
heterosexual. They are the only 
women who choose to relate to men 
after having known and experienced 
our non-compulsory alternative. 
Marilyn Murphy 
Are You Girls Traveling Alone? 
1991 
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BISEXUAL BLUES 
by Amy Lee Carduftan 

If we’re to believe Albert Kinsey, there 
are few among us who identify as 100 per 
cent gay or 100 per cent straight. I think 
most of us have some potential for 
attraction to both sexes. But I’m not sure 
that means you can automatically 
conclude that “everyone is ultimately 
bisexual.” 

If I tell you I have had sexual 
relationships with both women and men, 
would you draw the conclusion that I am 
bisexual? How about if I tell you I’ve had 
sex with one man and six women (not all 
at the same time, honey). Would you still 
consider me to be bisexual? Or would that 
make me more lesbian than bi? What is 
the defining ratio? How many more 
members of the same sex than the opposite 
sex must one sleep with before one slips 
out of the bisexual realm into full-fledged 
homo status? 

Let’s throw something else into the 
equation: my sexual partners for the past 
15 years have been exclusively women, but 
occasionally I dream about having sex with 
men—consensual, intensely enjoyable, 
friendly sex with men; hot, wild, wake-up- 
wanting-more kind of sex dreams. Does 
this mean I’m a (gasp) closet hetero? Is my 
subconscious trying to tell me I’ve been 
looking for love in all the wrong places? 
Should I have my lesbian passport 
revoked? Am I actually part of the middle 
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ground, that sexual orientation limbo 
known as bisexuality? 

To be honest, I don’t know. I do know 
that as lesbians, gays and bisexuals, we 
are all subject to the same oppression and 
discrimination from unenlightencd 


homophobes—abuse that’s based solely 
on who we sleep with. [also know that 
many of us who identify as primarily 
lesbian often tend to treat women who 
identify as bisexual with the same 
suspicion and intolerance that we rail 
against when it’s directed at us from the 
straight community. 

Why do bisexual women have such a 
bad rep in the lesbian community? Some 
lesbians figure bisexual women are 
merely fence-sitters who use lesbians for 
emotional intimacy and/or sexual kicks, 
but when the going gets tough, run-back 
to their husbands/boyfricnds and the 
social acceptance/stability/validation that 
visibly heterosexual relationships afford. 

There’s also a sense that some hide 
behind the camouflage of bisexuality 
when it’s convenicnt—1.c., to appear 
straight at work and in social settings; to 
enjoy ‘het privilege’. 

Those who swing both ways are 
subject to plenty of other sweeping 
generalizations: bisexuals are just going 
through a phase; they’re really 
lesbian/gay, but haven’t come out yet; 
they are lying to themselves; they’re 
promiscuous; they'll sleep with anyone. 
They have no moral valucs; they’ re 


totally in denial. Bisexuals are immature, 
unreliable, unstable, can’t be trusted, and, 
by definition, are incapable of 
monogamy... 

If these sound vagucly familiar, perhaps 
it’s because we've all heard the same 
things said about lesbians and 
gay men... 

Bisexuality 1s viewed as _ Bake 
nothing short of treason to the 
sisterhood by some radical 
lesbian feminists. According to 
bisexual woman Cat Archer, 
“they say you're going to screw 


up their life because you're going — Okay, ick Two. 


to have a relationship with them 
and then you're going to leave them fora 
man.” 

Yeah? Well, Cat, it’s not like that 
doesn’t happen. A seasoned central Alberta 
dyke, stung far too many times by 
“confused heterosexuals,” warns: “Play it 
safe. Protect your heart. Don’t ever fall in 
love with a bisexual woman... espectally a 
woman who tells you she’s bi, confesses 
that although she’s married (or ‘sort of 
secing a guy, or ‘between boyfriends’ or all 
of the above), she has a major crush on 
you, gets your hormones whipped into 
such a frenzy you'd swear they’re doing 
the macarana... and then cuts you down at 
the knees with the announcement that 
she’s really sorry, she really, really likes 
you, but... you can never be more than just 
friends.” 

Another friend, who has had intimate 


relationships with both men and women, 
prefers the term ‘tossed salad’ to the 
‘bisexual’ label that, sadly, leaves her 
fecling abandoned by the straight and gay 
communities alike. She issues this 
warning to adolescents questioning their 
sexual identity: “Don’t sit on the 
tence. Be gay or be straight, and 
be proud of who you are either 
way, but don’t land in 


—Mw $ between... because neither side 
f Quek] .§ will want you.” 

See S Without question, bisexuals 
CONFUSED J. 


face the same stereotyping and 
exclusion as gays and lesbians. 
Unfortunately some of the worst 
prejudice comes from the gay community 
itself. We try to impress upon our 
parents, politicians, legislators, 
workmates and neighbours that our 
orientation isn’t a lifestyle ‘choice’—that 
we are made this way; yet we condemn 
those who declare themselves to be 
bisexual for refusing to pick a side, or, in 
effect, for not making a choice. So rampant 
is the hypocrisy in our community that 
some bisexuals end up feeling like they 
have to hide their duality, for fear of 
being ostracized by ‘real’ dykes. 


QUOTE: 


Bisexual women are and always have 
been part of the lesbian community. 
Rebecca Ripley 
Closer to Home, 1992 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
Groups and Weekly Events: 


GLCCE (Gay and Lesbian Community Centre of 
Edmonton) is located in the basement below 
Boystown Cafe, 10112-124 Street. It is open 
Monday to Friday from 7-10 pm. Peer support 
counselling, lesbian coming out group, drop-in, 
and library. 488-3234. 


OUTreach social & political student group at 
the University of Alberta campus: 988-4166. 


Adamant Eve feminist radio program 
broadcast on CJSR, FM 88.5, at the University of 
Alberta. Thursdays from 5:30-6 pm. 

Gaywire lesbian, gay & bisexual radio show 
on FM 88.5. Thursdays from 6-7 pm. 

Queeries current affairs show on CJSR, FM 
88.5, Fridays from 5:00-5:30 pm. 

Sonic Sisters women’s music radio program 
on FM 88.5. Saturdays from 7-8 pm. 


Lambda Christian Community 

Welcomes members of the lesbigay community; 
worship 7 pm Sundays, 11148-84 Ave (Garneau 
United Church). Phone 988-3913. 


Metropolitan Community Church 
Weekly worship, 10086 MacDonald Drive, 
Sundays at 7:15 pm. 


SOLO Social club for lesbians and bisexual 
women (over 18) gets together every week for a 
wide variety of social events. Linda at 447-4776. 


Shakespear's Darts & Rumpus Room. 
Dances for ladies only on the first Saturday of 
the month. 2nd floor, 10306-112 St. 429-7234. 


Gay & Lesbian Youth Group: 
Phone 486-9661, voice box 10. 


PPLAG: Parents, Families, and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays support group, c/o GLCCE, or 
Lynne 462-5958. Outreach Line 944-1394 v.b. 
3524 (FLAG) 24 hour recorded message except 7 - 
9:30 pm Monday to Friday when calls are 
forwarded to a PFLAG volunteer for confidential 
and anonymous support for gays and lesbians 
and their parents, families, and friends. 


The Liatris Society of Edmonton 

A casual group of queer-positive greenthumbs 
who meet for horticultural experiences and 
social interaction. There are no membership fees 
in 1996, and our events are open to all. Call 
Brent at 497-7059, or the O° Hotline: 988-3132. 


Out & Out (0’) 

Outdoor and recreation group for gays, lesbians, 
bisexuals and their friends. Jogging, roller 
blading, dog walking, cycling, beach volleyball, 
camping, and other activities. Call 988-3132. 


Sunday Brunch 
Boystown Cafe, 10116-124 Street. Brunch i 
served from 10 am to 2 rm on Sundays. 


Night Club: 


The Roost 
Private club at 10345-104 Street; 426-3150. 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 988-4018 
Lesbian Life Line: 425~O51 I 
3132 


0’ Hotline: 988~ 
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COMING EVENTS: 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Lesbian & Gay History of Edmonton 
Maureen Irwin and Michael Phair will give an 
anecdotal account of our social and political 
past in this city. Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte 
Ave, 7:30 pm (432-7633). 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Sacred Circle Dancing 

Starts at 7:30 em sharp; dance till 9:30 pm. $4; 
open to all women. 11135-65 Ave. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28 

Medieval Masque 

A lesbigay costume party at Shakespear’s. Call 
429-7234 for advance tickets. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 28—SUNDAY, JUNE 30 
3™ Annual International Gay Rodeo 


Rodeo takes place near Calgary; phone 241-0930. 


SATURDAY, JULY 6 

A Dance for Ladies Only 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd floor- 
10306 112 Street. 429-7234 for details. 


MONDAY, JULY 8 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree Deli, 10354-82 Ave, 7:30 pa. 
Submissions deadline for July issue on the topic 
“Travel”. 


FRIDAY, JULY 12 
Sacred Circle Dancing 


Starts at 7:30 pm; dance till 9:30 pm. $4; open to all 


women. Westwood Unitarian, 11135-65 Ave. 


MONDAY, JULY 15 

Womonspace Board Meeting 
Members are always welcome at our board 
meetings. 7:30 pm at Jazzberrys, 9965-82 Ave. 
(The cafe is closed to the public at this time.) 


SATURDAY, JULY 20 

Womonspace Golf Tournament 

The emphasis is on fun at Terrae Pines in St. 
Albert. Tee off is 3 pm; 9 holes. Lots of prizes. $25 
for members & $30 for nonmembers, includes 
dinner at the golf course. Maximum 48 players; 
register early! Call Laurie at 468-0987. 


SUNDAY, JULY 21 

Womonspace Picnic 

Join us at Emily Murphy Park, near the 
playground, at 12:30 pm. Bring your picnic 
basket and your kids; this is a very informal 
event without structured activities planned. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 3 

A Dance for Ladies Only 

Shakespear’s Darts & Rumpus Room, 2nd floor- 
10306 112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 4 
Womonspace News Meeting 

The Cook & Gardener Cafe, 10345-106 Street, at 
noon. Submissions deadline for September issue 
on the topic 
“Womonspace 
Membership”. New 
volunteers are 
always welcome. 
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BISEXUALITY 


by Patti 
In the many years I’ve been involved 
with the Iesbian community, I’ve rarcly 


heard anything positive about bisexuality. 


Mostly I hear women saying things like; 
“why can’t she just admit she’s gay?”, 
“she should only be with women”, “let's 
hope she doesn’t get pregnant”, “she'll 
soon realize that she ts really a dyke”... 
and the list goes on. Why is it that self- 
proclaimed lesbians take such a hard line 
with women who make a choice to 
become involved with men? 

Men are very interesting creatures and 
most women don’t really understand 
them. Just ask anyone that’s married. It’s 
not really all that important for us to 
understand them, but rather to accept 
them for who they are, be open to what 
they offer, and make our individual 
choices. 

I have a bisexual close friend who 1s in 
a lesbian relationship; two of my exes are 
now married to men; I once fell in love 
with a woman who left her boyfriend for 
me; and recently another close friend 
who ts a very proud lesbian has found 
herself attracted to a man. All of the 
above scenarios have a common thread. 
Every person has been willing to be open 
enough to allow whatever relationship 
encourages their growth, mects their 
needs, and gives them the pleasure they 
seek. 
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Expression of our sexuality 1s only a 
small part of who we are. I feel being 
bisexual opens us up to experiences of the 
other half of the human race and oh what 
a feeling to know we have so many 
options. 


QUOTES: 


A short note 
about bisexuality. 
You can’t have 
your cake and eat 
it too. You can’t be tied to male 
privilege with the right hand while 
clutching to your sister with the left. 
Rita Mae Brown 
in Sisters, October 1972 


I’ve had long-term sexual relationships 
with both men and women. If that 
classifies me as a bisexual, then I’m 
bisexual. I’m very committed to 
people, so when I’m with somebody, 
I’m with them. 
Sandra Bernhard 
The Advocate, December 15, 1992 


Bisexuality is not so much a copout 
as a fearful compromise. 
Jill Johnston 
Lesbian Nation, 
197s 


(nnn Ene ee ee 


RISK 
by LJD 

The young womon asked why womyn 
were so afraid to hold hands in public or 
go to anything other than Womonspace 
dances. The older womon who did not 
hold hands in public thought about her 
answer for awhile, and this is her 
response: 

In 1970, they opencd a gay club 
appropriately called Club 70. The young 
womon gathered up her courage and 
went to the new club. She went against 
the advice of her friends who said she 
was risking her career, her friends and 
family, and her physical safety. The 
police did indeed watch the place and 
raid it (and they were not too pleasant 
about it cither). Gays were beat up 
outside the club and if people saw you 
entering or leaving and told your 
employer you could lose your job. The 
young womon did not care about the 
risks. In truth, she didn’t even think 
much about them. She was so happy to 
be with her own people, to be who she 
really was, and to feel free for at least the 
time she was at the club. It was worth 
everything. 

One night she had to leave the club 
carly as she was working an carly shift. 
She left the club at 12:30 aM, alone. 
When she entered the strect she 
immediately noticed the three street guys 
leaning against some parked cars. 


As she walked past one of them he 
cleared his throat and spat at her, hitting 
her left cheek. The young womon took a 
step towards the man. All three men took 
a step towards her. She grew up ina 
tough neighbourhood and had never 
backed down from a fight. She took a 
step backwards and walked to her car. 
That night and for the rest of her life she 
would regret not doing or saying 
something even if she had gotten the 
crap beaten out of her. 

The young womon never told any one 
what happened to her and continued to 
go to the club. Over the years she fought 
many fights, but few of them physical. 
She learned to defend herself in different 
ways. As an older womon she admires 
the younger womyn who hold hands in 
public and who are out of the closet and 
fighting for our people. When she reads 
the morning paper she fears for their 
safety. They probably don’t care about 
the risks. In truth, they probably don’t 
think much about them. They 
are being who they truly are and 
it’s probably worth everything. 


QUOTE: 


Many people deny that bisexuality 
exists. | happen to feel that women 
have a natural capacity for 
bisexuality. 


Camille Paglia 
Sex, Art, and American Culture, 1992 
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DEAR 
Womonspace News, 


My name is Louise MacKay and I ama 
Ph.D. student in Counselling Psychology at 
the University of Alberta. I am presently 
working on my Ph.D. dissertation. For my 
master’s thesis, I studied therapists’ 
experiences of working with suicidal clients. 
Although I have a continued interest in 
studying suicide, I am even more interested 
in studying suicide prevention, specifically in 
gay and lesbian adolescents. 

Indeed, suicidal ideas, suicide attempts, 
and completed suicides are an all too 
frequent occurrence in adolescents. 
However, these suicidal behaviours are even 
more prevalent in the gay and lesbian 
adolescent population. As a result of this 
prevalence, my dissertation will be studying 
the experiences of gay and lesbian 
adolescents growing up in their families. I 
will be exploring both the positive and 
negative experiences that the adolescents 
have encountered in their homes. I will also 
be investigating the parent’s/parents’ 
experiences of raising a gay or lesbian 
adolescent. 

From studying the experiences of both the 
gay and lesbian adolescents and their 
parent(s), important knowledge will be 
gained as we will learn about what creates 
both the positive and negative experience for 
the adolescent and the family dynamics 
involved in this process. By acquiring this 
knowledge, we can begin to educate mental 
health professionals, school educators, and 
family members on how to support gay and 


lesbian adolescents during this period of 
development so they can develop a strong, 
-healthy sense of self. Adolescents who have a 
stronger sense of selfand a strong support 
network may be less likely to engage in 
suicidal behaviours. 

This research will be conducted under the 
supervision of Dr. Barbara Paulson, chartered 
psychologist and professor in Counselling 
Psychology at the University of Alberta. Dr. 
Paulson currently teaches and supervises 
graduate students and as well she is involved 
in research in the areas of counselling and 
suicide. 

This study will be qualitative in that 
approximately eight gay and lesbian adults 
and their parents will be interviewed 
separately about their experiences. The gay 
and lesbian adults will retrospectively account 
their experiences of growing up in their 
families as a gay or lesbian adolescent.-t 
Additionally, each respective parent/pafents 
will share their experiences of raising a gay or 
lesbian adolescent. Each interview will be 
approximately one hour in length and the 
information shared during the interviews will 
be kept completely confidential and 
anonymous. 

Duc to the importance and relevance of 
this research study, I hope that anyone who is 
interested in being a participant in this study 
will leave their name and telephone number 
at 492-5298 and I will return their call. 

Sincerely, 


Louise MacKay 


12 WOMONSPACE NEWS 


HELLO BI AUTHORS 
bt Alison 

‘There are a couple of authors whose rich, 
satisfying work has been celebrated by many, 
but particularly speaks to me because of its 
broad bisexual content. I have never seen 
either author identify themselves as 
bisexual. Nevertheless their writing is 
expansive enough that it readily 
opens itself to bisexuality, 
through its characters, plots and 
themes. In their writing, I find 
my world. 


Marge Piercy is a prolific 
writer. The majority of her novels 
tell the stories of women 
struggling to make a way for 
themselves in contemporary society. 
Sexuality is a strong issue in her novels. Her 
female characters are often sexually 
unconventional, and bisexuality and 
homosexuality are just as likely to figure in 
their lives as heterosexuality. 

With this broad approach, the norm 
shifts. Choices are not limited by gender. A 
world opens up that allows for bisexuality as 
much as any other choices in sexuality. If you 
only read one of her books it should be 
Woman on the Edge of Time, described as a 
feminist sci-fi classic, that details a utopian 
world where sexism, heterosexism and racism 
are dismantled. [ gobble up her books like an 
addict and could recommend all of them. But 
I can especially recommend my favourite 
Small Changes; her most autobiographical 
novel, Braided Lives; the sweeping World 
War II novel, Gone to Soldiers; her latest sci- 
fi, Ile, She and It; and her newest novel, The 


Longings of Women. Her novels are in simple 
everyday language, and are therefore easy 
reads. 

‘The second author is Kate Millet. 
Women’s Studies gals will be familiar with 
her published Ph.D. dissertation, the 
feminist classic Sexual Politics. Lesbians may 

have read Sita, the story of her painful 
breakup with a lover. Loony Bin 

Tnp frankly documents her 

experience in a mental 

institution. But it is F/ying that 

has most captured my attention. 

It is an autobiographical portrait 

of one year in her life, wherein 

she shares her art, politics, and 

intense joys and fears. Kate 
manages a delicate weaving of 

passions for both men and women. 

She is married to a man throughout most of 
the book, and is eloquent in describing her 
love, pride and respect for him and their 
marriage. She also takes several women as 
lovers, and the passages describing their trysts 
are some of the best lesbian erotic literature I 
have ever read. 

She writes with brutal intensity, 
illustrating a lifestyle that has been carefully 
negotiated to incorporate a bisexual way of 
loving. It can be a bit challenging to read. 
Kate suffers from manic depression, and I 
think she must do her writing during her 
manic states. Her sentences are long and run- 
on, reading like one fast thought after 
another. There is a pace and rhythm to the 
writing which the reader can adjust to within 
several pages, and is well worth the glimpse 
of this woman’s attempt to lead an honest 
and passionate life. 
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OUR BODIES 
OUR HEALTH 


Coming out to our 
physician 
by Patti 

Making the choice to come out 
to our physician can be a very 
difficult one, however it 1s very 
important. The decision must be 

based on honesty, trust, and 
understanding of our selves and of that 
with which we want to maintain with 
our doctor. Client-centered care is made 
possible with the doctor’s knowledge of 
the social, emotional, and interpersonal 
factors that influence a person’s 
behaviour. Certainly, a doctor’s beliefs, 
attitudes and values toward sexuality will 
determine how the professional interacts 
with you as a person. 

If your health care is important to you 
and you've found a physician you feel 
comfortable with, sharing that your are 
lesbian or bisexual will only enhance the 
relationship that you share with this 
professional. Many questions will arise 
with your doctor, such as birth control, 
pain during intercourse, safe sex 
practices, plans for pregnancy, and sexual 
drive. All of these questions are 
important depending on your health 
problem and having to lic about them 
jeopardizes your relationship with your 
doctor. 


The bottom linc however, is that you 
must first feel comfortable with your own 
sexuality in order to share it with anyone 
clse. A doctor can be a safe place to share 
it because it doesn’t potentially 
jeopardize anything. Coming out to your 
physician is not for everyone and 
certainly every person knows what level 
of disclosure they are comfortable with. 


Next month: Breast Self Exam. 


QUOTES: 


But the intuition of those who stand 
midway between the two sexes is so 
ruthless, so poignant, so accurate, so 
deadly as to be in the nature of an 
added scourge. 4 
Radclyffe Hall 
The Well of Loneliness, 1928 


| believe 
that bisexuality 
is almost anecessary factor 


in artistic production... 
Muriel Rukeyser 
The Speed of Darkness, 1968 


| think the way | am is the way 
everyone is, but will they admit it? 
Society says it’s not the way to be. 
Nona Hendryx, on her bisexuality, 
The Advocate, October 6, 1992 
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SUBMISSIONS 
WELCOME 


We are always secking submissions of 
interest to local lesbians. Letters to the 
editor, book, concert and movie reviews, 
political and social commentary, short 
fiction, poetry and artwork are all 
welcomed. 

Contributors may either write to 
Womonspace News (#30-9930-106 St, 
Edmonton AB T5K 1C7), attend a 
newsletter meeting, or leave a message at 
425-0511. 

Topics for coming months: August- 
Travel; September- Womonspace 
Membership; October- Exes; December- 
Veggie Lezzies 

Don’t miss a single issue; 
Womonspace members receive a 
discreetly mailed copy every month, 
about ten days before the free copies are 
distributed around town. 


Contributors this issue: 
Lindy Pratch, Adien, Alison, Amy Lee 
Cardufian, Patti, LID, & Louise MacKay 


NOTE: There will be no 
Womonspace Dances during 
July and August; next dance 
September 21°. 


Private Club Atmosphere: No Membership Fees 


NEW SUMMER HOURS 


Weekdays: 2 pm—2 am... Happy Hour 2—6 pm 
Saturdays: 7 pm—2 am...Ladies Only: 1" Saturday 
of Every Month; Private Functions other Saturdays. 
Sundays: Closed, but... Available for Special Events 
ie. Team Parties, Fundraisers, Tournaments, etc. 


10306 - 112 Street 
Upstairs — CALL 429-7234 


9965 &2 « Avenue 
Edmonton 


433.2089 


THE COOK & 


GARDENER Care 
10345-106 STREET 


COFFEE, DESSERT, LUNCH & DINNER 


SMOKE-FREE 

OPEN MON - SAT: 11:30 AM—6:30 PM 
SUN: 11AM—4 PM 

AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE FUNCTIONS: 42 1-7044 
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2™ Annual Womonspace 


Golf Tournament 


Saturday, July 20 


Terrae Pines, St. Albert 
9 holes: Tee off 3 pm 
Emphasis on FUW— Lets of Prizes 


$25 FOR MEMBERS, $30 FOR NONMEMBERS; INCLUDES DINNER AT THE GOLF COURSE 
REGIsTER Early: 468-0987 


WOMONSPACE 1996 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
#30-9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 


Confidentiality Assured . 
NAME(S) 
ADDRESS CITY 
POSTAL CODE PHONE 


| 


Membership Fee: $15/single; $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace (low income available) 


a 
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New Member QO Renewal! would like to be a volunteer Yes OO NoO 
Please mail my newsletter to my home 0 
| J will pick up the newsletter at dances/events 0 Total enclosed $ 
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